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The other to a noble lord,

A Count William, yclept Longsword,6                                    2,430

And lord of Jaffa by the sea.

Brother of Montferrat's marquis.

By him was born unto the dame

A male heir: Baldwin was his name.7

The young man lived, but the count died,

For thus it pleased fate to decide.

Guy de Lusignan coveted

The countess, and to her was wed.

The child was king, but scarce was king.

For God thus governs everything.                                            2,4.40

When ill fate overtook the youth,

'Twas to the lady that in truth

The kingdom fell, and right this was,

And with good reasonable cause.

The crown was taken by King Guy,

And much of strife was caused thereby.8

grandson of the great Humphrey the constable, whom leg-end credited with having
knighted Saladin. Humphrey IV's mother, Stephanie de Milly, lady of Kerak and
Montreal, married Renaud de Chatillon after the death of Humphrey's father, and
young Humphrey IV was brought up by his step-father. Humphrey IV is referred to
in rather slighting terms by his contemporaries, who scorned him for his lack of mili-
tary valor. He was lacking in vigor and ambition, though not lacking in personal
courage, and his refusal to strike for the crown (as described below, note 8) caused
him to be looked down upon. Humphrey was a devoted adherent of Guy and served
with him throughout the war against Saladin.
6 William Longsword, eldest son of Marquis William III of Montferrat, died
before his father and so was never himself marquis, the title passing to his younger
brother Conrad. William came to the east, where he married Sybelle in 1176, and
he received the counties of Jaffa and Ascalon with his bride. He died within a year,
leaving his wife pregnant with the child who became Baldwin V.
7 Baldwin V, son of William Longsword and Sybelle, was crowned king of Jerusa-
lem during the lifetime of his uncle Baldwin IV, in 1183. The barons feared that the
succession might go to Sybelle and her husband Guy and so put through the coronation
of the child Baldwin, who was only about six years old. In 1185, at the death of
Baldwin IV, Baldwin V became sole king under a regency. Raymond of Tripoli was
made governor of the realm, while the personal custody of the child king was entrusted
to his maternal great-uncle Joscelyn de Courtenay. Baldwin V died in 1186, aged nine,
and the throne was seized by his mother and step-father.
8 When Baldwin IV died and the regency had been established for Baldwin V, the
barons agreed that in any case of accident occurring to the young king the regency
should continue in the person of Raymond of Tripoli until the question of the succes-